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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 


June  1984  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have  ap- 

plied for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  August 
1,  1984,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2062- MT  Jack  Brigham,  2393  McWest  St.,  Tallahassee,  Florida  32303 

(Asia,  Nepal,  Siam,  Russia,  Tibet,  Medieval) 

2063- MT  William  R.  Austad,  M.D.,  Route  2,  Box  196,  Monroe,  Wise.  53566 

(Russian) 

2064- MT  Peter  H.  Vennema,  c/o  Episcopal,  376  N.  Latch's  Lane,  Merion, 

Pennsylvania  19026  --  (Orientals,  est.  Vietnam,  World) 

★ ★★★★ 


DONATIONS  REPORT  : We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations 

received  since  the  last  report: 


Name 


Type  of  Donation  Preference  of  Use 


HUARD,  Serge 
KING,  E.  D. 

WILDWOOD  ELKS  LODGE 


3 Canadian  Trade  Dol . 
7 Coins  ($16.00) 

2 Canadian  Trade  Dol. 


NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

BROWN,  LAURENCE.  Coin  Collecting.  Pub.  1962,  185pp,  w/plates. 

TOMASINI,  WALLACE  J.  The  barbaric  tremissis  in  Spain  and  southern 
France.  Anastasius  to  Leovigild.  Pub.  1964,  302pp,  w/plates. 

VAZ,  J.  FERRARO.  Catalogo  das  moedas  Portuguesas  1640-1948.  Pub. 
1948,  246pp , ill  us. 

CELIS,  JULIO  PAEZ/BRITO,  ANTONIO.  Catalogo  de  monedas  Venezolanas. 
Pub.  1971  , 50pp,  illus. 

CHAMBERLAIN,  C.  C.  The  teach  yourself  guide  to  numismatics.  An 
ABC  of  coins  and  coin  collecting . Pub.  1960,  180pp,  illus. 

BROOME,  MICHAEL  R.  The  1780  restrike  talers  of  Maria  Theresia. 

Pub.  1972,  24pp,  w/plates.  A paper  showing  where  the  different 
"modern"  issues  were  struck. 

BREEN,  WALTER.  Dies  and  coinage.  Pub.  1965,  34pp,  illus. 

B0SW0RTH,  CLIFFORD  EDMUND.  Islamic  surveys.  Pub.  1967,  245pp,  not 
illus.  Lists  Islamic  dynasties. 
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WEISSBUCH , TED  N. /HEWITT,  LEE  F.  United  States  numismatic  diction- 
ary. Pub.  1967,  39pp,  ill  us . 

RANKIPOHJA,  J.  Suamen  metallirahoj en  1864-1964 . Ja  setelien  1860- 

1964.  Pub.  1964.  30pp , illus. 

LAWRENCE,  JIMMIE  N.  Collecting  of  foreign  banknotes.  Pub.  1971, 

30pp,  illus. 

HOBSON,  BURTON/OBOJSKI , ROBERT.  Illustrated  encyclopedia  of  world 
coins.  Pub.  1970,  511 pp,  illus. 

SCHULMAN,  J.  Pays-Bas.  Published  during  1913,  approx  669pp,  w/plates 
A series  of  bound  sales  catalogs  issued  during  1913  by  the  Schulman 
numismatic  firm  relating  to  coins  of  The  Netherlands. 

HARSCHE,  BERT.  Detecting  altered  coins.  Pub.  1964,  3rd  ed.  , 28pp, 
illus. 

MASON,  DON  W.  Intrinsic  values  of  gold  coins.  Pub.  1974,  166pp. 
Covers  bullion  range  of  $50  to  $800  per  oz. 

E.  D.  King 

PLANT,  RICHARD  J.  Arabic  coins  and  how  to  read  them.  Pub.  1973, 

1 48pp , illus. 

Jerry  Schimmel 

SCHIMMEL,  JERRY  F.  Costa  Rica  Tokens.  Pub.  1984,  29pp,  illus. 

NI  Library  Purchases 

SCHEUCH,  KARL.  Spenden-medaillen  aus  Porzellan  und  ton  der  Staat- 
lichen  Porzel lan-manufaktur  MEISSEN  und  anderen  Keramischen  fab- 
riken  des  Inlandes.  Pub.  1966  , 107pp,  illus. 

SCHEUCH,  KARL.  Munzen  aus  Porzellan  und  ton  der  Staatlichen  Por- 
zellan - manufaktur  MEISSEN  und  anderen  Keramischen  fabriken  des 
In  - und  Auslandes.  Pub.  1978,  164pp,  illus. 

GRUEBER,  HERBERT  A.  Medallic  Illustrations  of  the  history  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  1979  reprint  of  1911  work.  258pp  text,  183 
plates.  The  standard  work  illustrating  British  historical  medals 
to  the  death  of  George  II. 

II.  Our  thanks  also  to  Michael  N.  Scott,  E.  D.  King  and  Terris  Howard 

for  additional  gifts  of  numismatic  material  to  the  NI  Library. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

NI  Book  Librarian 

★ ★★★★ 

FRED  DROST  NAMED  HONORARY  LIFE  MEMBER  BY  NI  BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS 


At  a recent  meeting  of  the  NI  Board  of  Governers  they  unamimously 
voted  to  award  NI's  highest  recognition  to  Fred  Drost,  the  Article 
Editor  for  the  NI  BULLETIN.  He  was  given  a Honorary  Life  Membership 
in  recognition  of  his  outstanding  support  of  NI  and  the  NI  BULLETIN. 

In  NI's  20  year  history,  this  is  only  the  seventh  person  to  receive 
an  Honorary  Life  Membership,  which  is  the  highest  recognition  a member 
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can  receive  from  the  organization.  Others  who  have  been  recognized 
by  this  award  are  Matthew  J.  van  der  Voort  (deceased),  Marvin  L. 
Fraley,  Jack  E.  Lewis,  John  E.  Vandigriff,  Randolph  Zander  and  Granvyl 
G.  Hulse,  Jr. 


***** 

JOSEPH  UPHOFF  AND  DICK  SCHUBERT  APPOINTED  TO  NI  STAFF  POSITIONS 


In  response  to  our  call  for  volunteers  in  the  April  issue,  we  are  very 
happy  to  welcome  two  NI  members  to  Staff  positions.  The  positions  of 
ANS  Article  Abstracter  and  Index  Compiler  for  the  NI  BULLETIN  were 
left  vacant  last  December  with  the  sudden  death  of  Sydney  W.  Beany. 

Dick  Schubert  of  Denver,  Colorado  has  volunteered  to  fill  the  position 
of  Index  Compiler.  Dick  has  been  a long  time  supporter  of  NI,  having 
joined  the  organization  in  June,  1968.  We  are  pleased  to  have  him  on 
the  NI  team  of  workers. 

Joseph  Uphoff  of  La  Jolla,  California  will  fill  the  position  of  Ab- 
stractor of  feature  articles  in  the  NI  BULLETIN  for  publication  in  The 
American  Numismatic  Society's  publication  NUMISMATIC  LITERATURE.  Joe 
came  into  NI  in  June,  1978  and  also  has  been  a strong  supporter  of  NI. 
We  welcome  him  aboard. 

********************************************************************* 
FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Award  recipient  thanks  members  for  their  support 

My  thanks  to  those  members  who  voted  my  article  "DON  JOSE  TORIBO  MEDINA, 
A MAN  FOR  ANY  REASON,  His  Numismatic  Works"  as  the  Best  Article  of  the 
Year  for  1983. 

The  honor  accorded  me  is  an  added  tribute  to  the  memory  of  a truly 
great  human. 


Carling  Gresham 
Pomona  Park,  Florida 


A "rave"  review  for  the  April  NI  BULLETIN 

Many  thanks  for  (the  review  of  the)  Pashkov  (book),  observed  with 
pleasure  on  the  back  page  of  the  (April)  BULLETIN , received  today.  I 
thought  this  was  a particularly  fine  BULLETIN  - lots  of  real  meat  in  it. 

Randolph  Zander 
Alexandria,  Virginia 

********************************************************************* 

DID  YOU  KNOW?  That  in  Argentina ... Duri ng  the  early  part  of  1959  it  was 
so  short  of  coins  that  packets  of  pepper  were  used  as  money  in  La  Rioja, 
and  Buenos  Aires  used  postage  stamps  as  money.  (Submitted  by  Don  Etzel) 
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WARD  D.  SMITH  ( 1918-1984 ) 


(From  information  submitted  by  Stan  Peterson  & Bruce  W.  Smith) 

It  is  our  sad  duty  to  announce  the  sudden  death  of  Ward  D.  Smith, 
author  of  the  standard  work  CHINESE  BANKNOTES.  He  died  of  a mas- 
sive heart  attack  on  February  13th,  1984  in  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  re- 
portedly while  walking  on  the  beach. 

Ward  is  survived  by  his  widow  Marian  of  Menlo  Park,  California, 
and  three  children,  two  girls  and  a boy. 

Ward,  born  in  1918  in  Virginia,  lived  most  of  his  early  life  in 
New  York  City  and  Greenwich,  Connecticut.  He  received  a BA  de- 
gree from  Yale  University,  an  MA  from  Columbia  University,  and 
attended  Harvard  toward  a doctorate  in  philosophy,  but  never 
finished. 

Joining  the  U.S.  Army  in  1942,  he  served  as  a finance  officer  in 
western  China.  He  took  his  discharge  from  the  Army  in  1945  but 
remained  in  western  China  as  a war  correspondent,  working  until 
1949  in  eastern  China.  During  this  period  (1947-49)  he  attended 
Peking  University.  Leaving  China  in  1949  he  went  to  Japan  serv- 
ing as  chief  historian  for  the  U.S.  Air  Force  from  1949-51. 

From  1952-1955  he  was  with  the  Asian  Foundation  in  Taiwan;  in 
Thailand  1955-1957;  Hong  Kong  from  1958-1959;  and  then  back  to 
Taiwan  1959-1965  working  for  NEWSWEEK  magazine  and  McGraw-Hill 
Publishing  Co. 

Retiring  in  1965  to  do  "freelance  writing  and  miscellaneous",  he 
became  the  sparkplug  behind  hi s joi nt effort  with  Brian  Matravers 
in  producing  CHINESE  BANKNOTES , the  classic  and  still  basic  ref- 
erence on  paper  money  of  China.  Up  until  the  time  of  his  death 
he  maintained  an  updated  file  of  newly  discovered  issues.  He 
was  the  most  knowledgeable  expert  on  that  subject  in  this  coun- 
try, and  possibly  in  the  Western  World.  He  was  personally  ac- 
quainted with  many  of  the  high  officials  of  the  governemnt  of 
the  Republic  of  China  in  Taiwan,  and  kept  abreast  of  the  polit- 
ical situation  there,  where  he  had  many  other  friends  as  well. 

He  spoke  and  read  the  Chinese  language  in  addition  to  some 
Japanese. 

Ward  lived  a full  life.  In  addition  to  the  places  mentioned 
above,  he  also  traveled  in  India,  Burma,  Laos,  Cambodia,  North 
and  South  Vietnam,  Indonesia,  Philippines,  Malaya  and  Borneo. 

He  traveled  in  most  of  the  nation  of  China  as  well. 

Ward  was  a quiet,  unassuming  person  with  a dry,  but  devilish 
humor.  He  would  slip  in  and  out  of  most  of  the  major  coin 
shows  in  California  before  anyone  really  knew  he  was  there. 

He  was  always  happy  to  assist  anyone,  collector  or  dealer, 
in  translating  and/or  authenticating  any  of  the  Chinese  issues. 

He  will  be  sorely  missed  by  all  of  those  who  were  fortunate 
enough  to  know  him. 

***************************************************************** 
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TO  EACH  HIS  OWN 

PART  III:  THE  COINAGE  OF  THE  TURKISH  REPUBLIC 


by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 3 Lincoln 3 Nebraska s NI  HLM-12 

(In  my  comments  on  this  field  I shall  draw  a great  deal 
from  the  book  T . C.  MADENI  PARALAR  KATALOZu  by  M.  B.  Co§- 
kun  and  GUvendik  Fijekfio^lu.  I refer  to  it  as  "C/F",  for 
basic  factual  information,  2nd  edition.) 

With  the  collapse  of  the  Central  European  Powers  in  1918,  Constanti- 
nople was  occupied  by  the  Allies.  All  that  was  left  to  the  Ottomans 
was  a part  of  Thrace  and  Anatolia  (Asia  Minor,  or  Turkey  proper). 

Even  that  was  untrue  as  the  Greeks  under  Constantine  I (1913-23)  and 
Venizelos  had  occupied  Smyrna  (Izmir)  and  the  hinterland.  As  far  as 
government  was  concerned,  all  was  despair  and  confusion.  On  May  19, 
1919,  Colonel  Mustafa  Kemal  (Ataturk)  landed  at  Samsun  (Amisus).  The 
following  September,  after  all  patriotic  Turks  rallied  to  him,  a 
National  Congress  was  gathered  at  Siva  (Sebaste).  In  August,  1921 
Kemal  (Atatllrk)  became  Commander  in  Chief,  then  August  23  to  September 
13,  fought  the  battle  of  Sakarya.  In  September,  1922,  he  abolished 
the  sultanate.  In  October  29,  1923,  the  Turkish  Republic  was  proclaim- 
ed with  Kemal  (AtatUrk)  as  president  and  Ankara  (Ancyra)  as  the  nation- 
al capital.  The  importance  of  these  steps  cannot  be  over-emphasized. 

The  last  Ottoman  issues  are  dated  A.H.  1336  (1918).  The  first  coins 
of  the  Republic  were  issued  in  A.H.  1340  (1922).  The  last  paper  issue 
was  1917  and  the  first  Republican  in  1925.  In  between  those  two 
periods  the  old  Ottoman  currency  was  the  only  media  of  exchange  for 
daily  life.  No  doubt  in  Constantinople  foreign  gold  and  silver,  even 
paper  like  British  pounds,  were  used  but  not  in  market  transactions. 

To  date  I have  not  come  across  any  article  on  this  "in  between"  period 
and  would  be  glad  to  have  any  information. 

In  point  of  fact,  the  nickel  coins  of  1327 
and  1336,  the  5,  10,  20  and  40  para,  were 
still  in  use  in  Istanbul  when  I started 
working  in  Turkey  in  1935.  The  5 para  (fig. 
1)  had  no  real  use  anymore;  nor  do  I know 
when  any  of  the  above  were  officially  demon- 
etized. The  10  and  20  para  were  used  mainly 
for  such  items  as  tram  tickets,  tax  stamps, 
where  fractional  amounts  represented  amounts 
that  had  been  added  to  the  cost  as  taxation.  Anyone  who  knows  any- 
thing about  revenue  stamps  cannot  help  but  be  bewildered  by  the  in- 
numerable different  types  of  such  tax  stamps,  some  for  each  day  of  the 
week.  In  other  words  the  main  taxation  was  indirect  and  naturally 
this  affected  daily  life  and  the  currency  in  every  way. 

The  first  coins  to  be  minted  by  the  Republic  were  the  100  para  [2h 
kurus),  5 and  10  kurus  since  the  urgent  need  was  small  change  for  the 
market  place.  The  three  smaller  denomination  were  of  aluminum-bronze, 
yellowish  in  color  and  rather  soft.  Issued  in  dates  of  1340  and  1341 
A.H.  and  1926  and  1928  A.D.,  these  coins  were  in  service  a long  time 


Fig.  1 

5 Pcira}  1327  (Y43) 
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Fig.  2 Fig.  3 

5 Kurus  (Y69)  25  Kurus  (71) 


(again,  in  circulation  when  I arrived  there  in  1935)  so  that  in  con- 
sequence top  grade  coins  are  rare.  The  nickel  25  kurus  fared  better, 
the  first  not  issued  until  1925  (Fig.  3). 

It  should  be  noted  that  in  all  four  denominations,  the  legend  and  the 
date  are  in  Arabic,  for  both  the  A.H.  and  A.D.  dating.  The  1928 
strikings  do  not  have  records  in  the  Istanbul  mint  (Darphane),  but 
they  seem  to  have  been  small  as  all  specimens  are  rare  with  the 
exception  of  the  1928  25  kurus  piece.  All  were  demonetized  long  ago. 


In  May  of  1928,  just  after  the  introduction  of  the  Latin  alphabet, 
the  Arabic  numerals  were  to  be  replaced  with  the  Latin  ones.  By 
November,  1929,  after  a year  for  learning,  the  entire  country  had  to 
make  use  of  the  new  alphabet.  The  enormity  of  this  change  is  a 
difficult  one  for  the  Western  world  to  understand.  It  was  helped  in 
one  respect  that  the  bulk  of  the  Anatolian  villagers  were  illiterate 
anyway.  In  Istanbul  - the  new  name  for  the  entire  city  - with  its 
cosmopolitan  make  up  and  the  presence  of  other  currencies,  it  may 
well  have  been  easier. 


An  interesting  survival , briefly, 
was  the  continued  use  of  the  frac- 
tional denominations  of  the  100 
paras,  in  point  of  fact  a 2^  kurus. 
This  carried  through  for  the  first 
Latin  numeral  coin,  the  100  kurus 
(Fig.  4),  rather  than  one  lira. 

This  same  coin  was  the  first  new 
piece  to  appear  in  1934.  In  1935 
there  came  the  50  and  25  kurus 
(Fig.  5),  both  in  silver,  followed 
by  the  10,  5 and  1 kurus  (Fig.  6), 


Fig.  4 

100  Kurus  1934  (Y82.2) 


Fig.  5 

25  Kurus  1935  (Y83) 


Fig.  6 

5 Kurus  1935  (Y88) 
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all  of  copper-nickel.  Even  so,  the  para  pieces  continued  in  use  for 
several  more  years.  Nor  do  I know  the  official  dates  of  demonetization. 
It  could  well  be  that  the  continued  use  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the 

fractional  pieces  were  used  in  large  quantities  for  making  change  on 

the  trams  and  boats  in  Istanbul. 

Along  with  this  fact,  it  is  worth  noting  that  in  the  issues  of  stamps, 

• fractional  were  used  in  commemoratives  as  late  as  1946  when  a 27^ 

kurus  stamp  was  issued.  Quarter  and  half  kurus  stamps  were  also  last 
issued  that  year.  As  for  the  regular  definitives,  the  1950-1951  ser- 
ies of  Ataturk,  there  were  10  and  20  para  stamps.  The  last  ^ and  ^ 

kurus  stamps  were  those  for  government  use,  as  late  as  1957.  If  I 
remember  correctly,  if  one's  bill  ended  in  a fraction,  and  one  was 
out  of  that  fraction,  sometimes  they  were  given  a stamp. 


i 


Fig.  7 

Edge  Inscription  on  Milled  Coins 


The  milled  edges  of  the  1935  issues,  with  the  exception  of  the  1 kurus, 
contain  the  inscription  TGRKi YE  CUMHUYIYETi  (Fig.  7). 


The  100  kurus  piece  (Y82.1)  was  the  first  new  silver  coin  and  the  por- 
trait of  Atatlirk,  which  showed  so  clearly  the  break  with  the  Islamic 
past,  was  by  a London  engraver,  Medkaley.  The  coin  itself  was  with- 
drawn from  circulation  because  of  forgeries.  The  story  that  we  heard 
at  the  time  was  that  they  were  being  forged  in  eastern  Anatolia  be- 
cause of  the  coin  shortage.  Whatever  the  reason,  the  government  with- 
drew as  many  as  possible,  minting  another  100  kurus  coin  (Y82.2)  also 
dated  1934.  As  a result,  the  first  100  kurus  coin  is  a scarce  one, 
most  of  all  in  good  condition.  A somewhat  different  mould  was  used 
for  the  second  issue,  the  star  and  the  numerals  on  the  reverse  side 
being  somewhat  smaller  than  the  original,  i.e.  the  top  two  star  points 
no  longer  touch  the  dots  inside  the  rim.  Here  again  there  is  even  a 
variety  of  the  second  issue,  a circle  of  small  chopped  lines  rather 
than  dots  around  the  rim.  None  of  these  are  points  the  ordinary  col- 
lector would  note.  However,  in  a country  where  coin  collection  is 
limited  to  the  Republic  and  the  two  last  sultans,  such  varieties  are 
of  interest  - to  have,  and  to  search! 


It  is  worth  noting  that  the  first  paper  issue  of  the  Republic  was  in 
1925  (1,  2 and  5 pounds,  i.e.  the  translation  of  lira,  livre,  librum, 
pound).  The  legends  are  all  in  the  old  script  but  the  series  and  the 
serial  numbers  are  Latin  numerals.  The  first  notes  with  all  Latin 
characters  and  dates  were  1930  (the  date  of  the  law  still  being  used 
on  all  notes)  issues  of  and  5 pounds.  The  same  law  was  quoted  and 
used  when  Ismet  Inonii  became  president  (he  took  his  surname  from  the 
battle  that  he  won  in  the  Istiklal  Harbi). 


The  effects  of  wartime  inflation,  and  the  need  for  small  change,  even 
though  Turkey  was  not  a combatant,  were  shown  in  the  issuance  of  a 
50  kurus  (ghrush)  note  in  1944  bearing  the  portrait  of  Ismet  I nOnli 
as  president.  The  first  printing,  I think  by  de  la  Rue  of  London, 
was  never  in  circulation  as  the  ship  transporting  the  currency  was 
sunk.  There  was  a subsequent  issue,  brown  and  green  instead  of  dark- 
brown  on  lilac,  which  was  printed  by  the  German  Reichs  Printing  Office. 
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The  need  for  small  change  appeared  in  the 
minting  of  a 10  para  piece  in  1936  (Y91). 
The  history  of  this  is  obscure  and  C/F 
reports  that  only  two  pieces  are  known, 
these  in  the  collections  of  Turkish  col- 
lectors. Coins  using  the  same  die  were 
minted  1940-42  (Fig.  8),  in  small  quant- 
Fig.  8 ities,  the  largest  of  30,800,000  was  in 

10  Para  (Y91)  1940-42  1940.  These  were  of  aluminum-bronze. 

Eventually,  though  demonetized,  these 
ceased  to  ci rculate  in  part  at  least  owing  to  the  story  that  the  metal 
that  composed  them  was  worth  more  than  the  face  value. 


(1.01 


% kurus 


The  last  fractional  piece  was  a ^ kurus 
(not  a 20  para),  YA92,  of  brass  in  1948. 
It  is  said  that  only  150  pieces  were 
minted  and  that  these  were  put  into  cir- 
culation. I have  also  heard  the  story 
that  someone  obtained  the  whole  striking. 
Fig.  9 but  there  are  many  conflicting  stories 

(YA92) 3 1948  as  to  the  why  and  wherefore.  Krause- 

Mishler,  1984  edition,  lists  the  coin  from  $350.00  to  $550.00  in 
Fine  to  Extra  Fine  condition,  so  it  is  indeed  a rare  coin.  Beside 
this,  a kurus  (Y94)  was  minted  from  1948-51.  Its  decreasing  use 
is  reflected  in  the  fact  that  only  2 million  were  minted  in  1951. 


The  design  of  the  1 kurus  was  changed  in 
1938  (Y90),  a piece  of  similiar  design 
to  the  1935-37  issue  (Y87)  but  with  a 
scalloped  edge.  The  1 kurus  pieces  got 
progressi vely  smaller  as  their  value 
decreased.  The  1975  piece  (Fig.  10)  was 
minted  in  aluminum.  The  piece  was  dis- 
continued in  1977  as  the  coin  had  no 
practical  use,  but  it  was  taken  up  again 
with  the  striking  of  a F.A.0.  issue  in  bronze  in  1979  (Y187),  There 
was  also  an  aluminum  issue  dated  1979  (Y187a).  Both  1979  issues  were 
also  struck  in  proof. 

These  early  coins  of  the  Republic  were  all  strictly  utilitarian,  a 
great  change  after  the  beauty  of -the  Ottoman  coins,  even  the  last 
nickel  pieces.  On  the  majority  the  obverse  was  the  crescent  and 
star,  Turkey's  national  emblem.  The  reverse  vary  from  laurel  leaves, 
oak  leaves  and  a stalk  of  wheat.  For  the  lower  denominations  the  metals 
vary  with  the  slowly  increasing  inflation  from  copper-nickel  to  brass 
to  bronze,  including  weight  reductions,  to  aluminum. 


Fig.  10 

1 kurus  (Y154a)  197 5 


Beside  the  liras  of  silver,  in  1935  silver  coins  of  25  kurus  and  50 
kurus  (Y83  & Y84)  were  struck.  Inflation  did  away  with  these,  the 
25  kurus  in  1937  and  the  50  kurus  in  1948.  The  1947-48  issues  of  the 
50  kurus  were  struck  in  lower  grade  silver  (.600)  (Y98  & Y98a),  there 
being  two  varieties,  with  and  without  the  edge  inscription  (Fig.  12). 


u m h u r i 

Fig.  12 

Edge  Inscription  cn  50  Kurus  1947-48 
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With  the  presidency  passing  to  Ismet  Inonii  after  AtatUrk's  death  in 
1938,  in  1940/41  the  lira  (no  100  kurus  after  1934)  bore  the  effigy 
of  the  new  president  (Y86).  Some  of  the  bank  notes  bore  it  until 
1950.  Somewhere  in  there  the  Kamutay  passed  a law  that  only  AtatUrk's 
effigy  should  appear  on  stamps  and  coins.  Ismet 's  portrait  did  appear 
on  the  stamps  until  1950  when  the  earlier  Ataturk  series  (1931/42) 
was  revived.  Revenues  bearing  the  Ismet  portrait  were  heavily  sur- 
charged so  as  to  blot  out  all  features. 

Due  to  the  effects  of  the  war  and  inflation,  no  lira  pieces  were 
struck  between  1941  and  1947.  The  new  lira  (Y99)  was  smaller  and 
lower  grade  silver  and  wore  poorly.  It  returned  to  the  formal  design 
of  most  of  the  lower  denominations.  For  variety,  collectors  of  these 
pieces  will  find  them  with  and  without  the  TURKIYE  CUMHURlYETl  in- 
scription on  the  reeded  edge.  This  is  also  the  case  with  the  50  kurus 
piece  (Y98  & Y98a) . 

Stainless  steel  (acmonital),  it  wears  very  well,  began  to  be  used  for 
minting  coins  as  follows:  25  kurus  in  1959  (Y157);  50  kurus  in  1971 


Fig.  13  Fig.  14 

50  kurus  (Y157)  2%  lira  (Y159) 

(Y161),  no  new  pieces  were  minted  1948/71  ; lira  in  1959  ( Y 1 58a ) ; and 
2H  lira,  a new  denomination  though  there  had  been  notes  earlier,  in 
1960.  These  last  two  denominations  were  minted  in  reduced  weights 


Fig.  15 
5 lira  (Y162) 

( Y1 58b  and  Y159b).  Also  a new  denomination,  as  a coin,  was  added, 
the  5 lira  piece  (Y162)  in  1974,  and  indication  of  the  new  surge  of 
inflati on . 

For  specialists  there  are  some  variations  to  note  with  the  25  kurus 
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piece,  1959  (Y157).  The  ground  beneath  the  woman's  feet  is  unbroken 
on  this  date.  On  the  I960  issue  ( Y1 57b)  the  ground  beneath  the  woman's 
feet  is  uneven.  Again,  in  1966  there  were  two  different  pieces  struck. 
The  Y 1 5 7b  type  had  a weight  of  5 g.,  but  was  reduced  during  1966  to 
4 g.  ( Y1 57a ) , with  1966  dates  available  in  both  weights.  In  this  lat- 


Fig.  16 

Edge  Inscription  25  Kurus  1966 

ter  type  the  edge  inscription,  T.C.  and  carnations,  faces  the  reverse 
side  (C/F). 

The  5 lira  piece  (Y162)  introduced  a new  obverse  design.  This  was  a 
statue  of  Ataturk  on  horseback,  from  the  monument  at  Samsun  where  he 
had  landed  in  May,  1919  to  begin  the  resistance  to  the  allies  and  the 
Greeks,  and  which  was  to  end  in  the  organization  of  the  Republic. 

The  coin  was  designed  by  the  chief  engraver  of  the  Turkish  mint  (dar- 
phane),  Anvi  Kunuk. 

Another  new  design  was  the  25  kurus  pieces  (Y157).  This  shows  a Turk- 
ish peasant  woman  bearing  a shell  on  her  back.  This  is  a part  of  the 
revolutionary  folklore.  In  actual  fact,  because  there  was  no  other 
transport,  women  dragged  ammunition  for  the  resistance  sometimes  more 
than  100  kilometers,  often  in  the  snow.  (For  a vivid  account  of  the 
underground  road,  read  the  DAR  MOMENT  by  Ann  Bridge,  a story  built  on 
actual  facts,  people  and  places.) 

The  design  of  the  2h  lira  piece  ( Y 1 59 ) was  the  (to  Turks)  familiar 
picture  of  AtatUrk  in  military  uniform  at  Kocatepe,  one  of  the  battles 
in  the  war  of  Independence.  Stamp  series  of  1972,  nos.  1915/18,  shows 
the  same  battle  on  its  50th  anniversary. 

Another  new  design  was  the  one 
used  for  the  introduction  of 
the  F.A.O.  coins  in  1970  ( Y 1 65 ) . 
This  2h  lira  F.A.O.  issue  de- 
picts another  familiar  picture 
in  Turkey  of  Ataturk  as  he  be- 
gan to  introduce  new  western 
methods  of  agriculture  into 
the  country.  On  this  coin  he 
is  shown  driving  a tractor. 
Around  the  rim  on  the  obverse 
is  the  legend  SABAN  KILICTAN 
USTONDljR  (The  Plough  is  super- 
ior to  the  swords).  This  is  a 
variant  of  the  Old  Testament  injunction  about  turning  swords  into 
ploughshares.  The  edge  design,  in  place  of  the  T.C.  and  stars,  has 


Fig.  17 

2k  Lira  1970  (Y16S) 


lli  F.A.O  F.AO.^  F A Q " 


Fig.  18 

Edge  Inscription  2k  Lira  1970 
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tulips  and  the  F.A.O.  letters  design  between  vertical  lines.  The 
, tulip,  dearly  loved  in  Turkey  (where  it  grows  wild)  for  centuries, 
is  perhaps  the  most  comnon  design  motif  in  ceramics  and  embroidery. 

The  first  use  of  the  tractor  design  in  Turkey  was  in  a series  of  6 
stamps  celebrating  the  15th  anniversary  of  the  Republic  on  October 
29th,  1938.  It  was  common  on  posters  and  in  text  books. 

Seven  years  later  the  F.A.O.  2h  lira  piece  in  1977  (V175)  (Fig.  19) 
has  a symbolic  family  of  four  between  two  ears  of  wheat(?),  the 
same  design  also  being  used  for  the  5 and  50  lira  pieces. 


The  1978  F.A.O.  piece  of  2\  lira  changes  design  again  and  shows  a 
mother  feeding  her  child  while  reading  a book  (Fig.  20).  The  legend 
on  the  obverse  reads  KADININ  SOSU;  KULTUR  VE  ERDEM  OLMALIDIR , trans- 
lating "The  ornament  of  a woman  should  be  her  culture  and  virtue",  a 
favorite  saying  of  Ataturk.  That  particular  design,  by  Avni  Kumuk, 
was  first  used  on  the  5 kurus  piece  of  1976  ( Y 1 72 ) F.A.O.  issue  and 
the  5 lira  piece  (Y174)  of  that  year  which  was  also  struck  for  the 
International  Year  of  the  Woman.  It  also  served  to  emphasize  that 
the  Gazi  gave  to  active  and  educated  women  in  the  new  Turkey. 

The  5 lira  piece  for  1978 
( Y 1 81 ) used  the  tractor  scene. 
For  1979  the  2h  and  5 lira 
F.A.O.  pieces  both  used  the 
peasant  girl  headdress  ( Y 1 90 
and  Y 1 9 1 ) , a national  head- 
dress, though  it  should  be 
noted  that  national  costumes 
vary  considerably  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  country, 
perhaps  reflecting  the  main 
strains  from  which  the  con- 
temporary Anatolian  springs. 
This  particular  design  of 
Avni  Kumuk  first  appeared  in  the  1971  50  kurus  piece  ( Y 1 6 1 ) . It 
was  also  used  for  family  planning  design. 

Probably  the  most  striking  design  used  to  date  in  Turkey  is  the  1981 
20  lira  aluminum  piece  (Y205)  and  the  1500  lira  silver  (Y206),  both 
F.A.O.  issues.  This  last  is  a beautiful  coins  of  .925  fineness  sil- 
ver. The  reverse,  common  to  both  coins,  is  a highly  stylized  goat 


Fig.  21 

2h  Lira  1979  (Y190) 
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feeding  two  kidst>while  nibbling  the  leaves  of  a tree.  Beside  the 
legend  16  EKIM  DUNYA  BESINGUNU  is  the  usual  FAO  logo  in  English  on 
which  I have  commented  elsewhere.  Goats  are  common  in  Turkey,  the 
most  important  being  the  "Angora"  from  which  comes  mohair  and  which 
has  been  one  of  Turkey's  most  valuable  exports.  (See  Fig.  29). 

The  first  commemorative  coin  issued  by  the 
Republic  was  in  1960,  a fine  15  gram  silver 
piece  (.830  fineness)  (Y160).  Appropriate- 
ly, it  bore  the  head  of  Ataturk  facing  left 
and  the  value  below,  a 10  lira  piece  (Fig. 

22) .  This  was  to  commemorate  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Grand  National  Assembly,  which 
had  been  opened  April  20,  1920  in  Ankara. 
Actually  it  was  a constituent  Assembly, 
with  some  deputied  who  had  escaped  from 
occupied  Constantinople  and  others  elected 
from  the  provinces  (vilayets).  Mustafa 
was  elected  President.  In  a way  it  was 
the  beginning  of  the  legal  process  that 
was  to  lead  to  the  establishment  of  the 
Turkish  Republic,  though  this  was  not  pro- 
claimed in  fact  until  1923. 

The  emblem  on  the  reverse  is  symbolic  (Fig. 

23) .  The  torch  of  freedom  with  the  national 

crescent  and  star  above,  the  scales  of 
justice  below,  the  furled  standards  to  the 
right  and  left.  The  legend  reads:  HAKIM- 

IYET  MILLETINDIR,  which  means  "National 
Sovereignty".  In  this  case  the  design  on 
the  reeding  is  T.C.  between  a pair  of  car- 
nations. After  the  tulip,  the  carnation 
(karanful)  is  the  most  common  design  for 
ceramics  and  embroidery.  The  flower  itself 
is  a native  of  southeastern  Europe.  Al- 
though bearing  the  date  1960,  a total  of 
4 million  pieces  were  minted  over  three 
years,  the  original  having  been  only  7000. 

The  later  mintings  may  be  distinguished 

from  the  first  in  that  on  the  original  issue  the  T.C.  and  carnations 
face  the  obverse,  while  on  the  later,  they  face  the  reverse.  The 
coin  had  a rather  peculiar  history.  In  the  first  case  it  was  the 
largest  coin,  34mm,  for  general  circulation  that  the  state  had  minted. 
Also,  in  order  that  it  might  circulate,  part  of  the  official  salaries 
was  paid  with  it.  Paper  money  of  the  same  value  was  available.  At 
the  time  the  silver  content  was  under  ten  liras.  Before  long,  counter- 
feits were  put  into  circulation  so  that  many  persons  hesitated  to  ac- 
cept them.  By  1972,  however,  the  value  of  the  silver  was  considerably 
higher  so  that  the  Ministry  of  Finance  tried  to  withdraw  the  coin 
from  the  market  (C/F). 

Ten  years  were  to  lapse  before  the  next  commemorative  made  its  appear- 
ance for  the  same  purpose,  this  time  the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
National  Assembly,  a 25  lira  coin.  It  also  was  15  grams  of  .830 
fineness  silver,  a smaller  diameter,  but  thicker  coin.  Stamps  were 
issued  for  this  same  commemoration  (nos.  1842/47).  The  obverse  is  a 


Fig.  23 

10  Lira  i960.  Reverse 
(1160) 


Fig.  22 

10  Lira  1960,  Obverse 
(Y160) 
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Fig.  24 

25  Lira  1970  (Y166) 


bust  of  Ataturk  wearing  a fur  cap  (Fig.  24  left).  This  also  was  a 
familiar  portrait  and  very  similar  to  that  on  a stamp  produced  in 
1947  (nos.  953,  957)  for  the  Victory  Monument  at  Afyon  Karahisar 
where  Ataturk's  final  great  offensive  was  launched  at  Afyon  in  1922. 
The  coin's  reverse  (Fig.  24  right)  portrays  the  old  General  Assembly 
Building,  the  legend  reading:  HAKIMIYET  MILLETINDIR,  and  the  date 

marking  the  50th  year.  Although  100,000  pieces  were  to  have  been 
minted,  only  23,000  were  struck.  The  coin  saw  no  real  circulation 
and  is  still  highly  sought  after  by  Turkish  collectors,  in  part  be- 
cause it  is  so  fine  a portrait  of  Atatlirk.  The  designer  was  Avni 
Kumuk.  There  is  no  design  on  the  milled  edge. 


In  1971  a very  different  type  of  commemorative  was  produced,  the 
900th  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Malazgirt.  This  was  one  of  the 
great  decisive  battles  of  world  history.  It  was  the  total  defeat 
of  the  Byzantine  (Eastern  Roman  Empire)  army  by  the  Selcuk  chief 
Alparslan.  It  laid  Asia  Minor  open  to  the  Turki  races  fanning  out 
from  Central  Asia.  Even  so,  it  was  not  until  1453  that  Constanti- 
nople itself  fell  and  the  conquest  was  complete.  This  time  it  was 
another  tribe,  the  Ottomans,  who  were  to  become  dominant  in  south- 
eastern Europe  for  several  centuries.  The  Selcuks  created  a highly 
cultured  civilization  in  Central  Anatolia  (Rum),  in  such  areas  as 
Sivas,  Konya,  etc.  This  culture  did  not  endure  because  the  country 
was  divided  up  into  small  warring  principalities  (bevlikler). 


This  50  lira  coin  (Fig. 

25)  obverse  shows 
Alparslan  in  his  mail 
armour  and  the.legend, 
his  name  and  TURKI YE 
CUMHURIYETI.  The  two 
legends  are  divided  by 
two  tiny  emblems  of  the 
Kinik  clan  of  Turkish 
tribes.  The  reverse  is 
a map  of  Asia  Minor 
with  arrows  symbolizing 
the  spread  of  the  Turk- 
ish peoples  over  Anatolia, 
springing  from  Malazgirt 
in  the  east.  Below  is  the  date  of  the  battle,  August  26,  1071  and 
above  is  the  denomination,  not  in  numerals,  but  written  ELLI  LIRA, 
a change. 


Fig.  25 

50  Lira  1971  (Y167) 
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Of  the  50,000  decreed  by  the  council,  only  32,526  were  minted.  This 
time  there  were  two  mintings,  the  first  at  the  face  value  of  50  liras 
for  normal  distribution.  The  second  was  a proof  and  sold  by  the  Mer- 
kez  Bankasi  (Central  Bank)  at  80  liras.  Again,  Avni  Kumuk  was  the 
engraver . The  coins  were  milled  but  no  legend  or  design.  For  the 
same  occasion  two  stamps  (nos.  1889/90)  were  also  issued,  the  same 
portrait  of  Alparslan  appearing  as  a part  of  the  design. 

The  following  year  the  mint's  commemorative  returned  to  the  War  of 
Independence  for  the  50th  Anniversary  of  the  Greek  army  which  led 
to  the  liberation  of  Smyrna  (Izmir)  and  the  ultimate  victory  and 
consolidation  of  the  Turkish  people.  Atatijrk  is  shown  on  the  reverse 
mounted  on  horseback,  facing  left,  again  below  him  the  value  is 
written  out  ELLI  LIRA  (Fig.  26).  The  obverse  is  a portrayal  of  the 
battle  scene  and  the  legend  0TUZ  AGUST0S  ZAFERlNlN  ELLlNCl  YILD0NUMU 


50  Lira  1972  (Y168) 

1922-1972.  That  is,  "50th  Anniversary  of  the  Thirtieth  August  Victory 
The  metal  was  of  .832  fineness  silver,  milled,  but  with  no  inscription 
and  engraved  by  Avni  Kumuk.  It  was,  for  Turkey,  a large  minting  of 
171,780  pieces  with  the  regulr  issued  being  sold  at  face  value  of 
50  lira,  the  proof  issue  at  60  liras. 

1973  saw  a 50  and  100  lira  issue  in  .900  fineness  silver  (Y169  & Y 1 70 ) 
weighing  19  and  22  grams.  This  time  Mr.  Avni  Kumuk  returned  to  the 
symbolic,  a multi -faced  head  of  Ataturk  rests  atop  a torch,  contain- 
ing a crescent  and  star,  and  shows  the  many  aspects  of  his  character. 
On  the  left  is  an  impoverished  peasant  and  an  ox  cart  and  1923  (I  once 
travelled  in  one  for  a good  many  hours),  while  on  the  right  is  a fac- 
tory for  the  industrialization  that  had  taken  place  over  the  years 
and  the  date  1973,  commemorating  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  Republic. 
Around  the  relief  portrait  are  rays  of  light  making  the  coin  a very 
dramatic  one.  This  is  particularly  so  with  the  larger  100  lira  piece. 

The  reverse  has  a stylized  comet  enclosing  the  50th  anniversary  emblem 
with  16  small  stars  (representing  16  of  the  17  states  founded  at  var- 
ious points  in  the  history  by  the  Turki  peoples)  at  the  end  of  the 
rays  or  tails.  The  legend  is  another  of  Mustafa  Kemal's  sayings 
TORKIYE  CUMHURIYETI  i LELEBET  PAYIDAR  KALACAKTIR.  This  translates 
"The  Turkish  Republic  will  be  forever  immortal".  Mintings  were 
70,000  and  65,000  pieces  and  there  is  no  mention  of  proofs.  For 
this  same  anniversary  the  only  stamps  issued  were  #1956/58,  a multiple 
flower  design,  and  a souvenir  sheet  (1959),  a full  length  portrait  of 
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Atatlirk  in  full  evening  dress,  wearing  a cloak  and  doffing  his  top 
hat,  the  emblem  of  total  Westernization  (the  hat,  as  opposed  to  the 
fez,  had  long  been  considered  an  emblem  of  Christianity). 

Here,  for  the  first  time,  a gold  commemorative  coin  was  minted  of  500 
lira  ( Y 1 71 ) . The  obverse  differs  from  those  of  the  other  two,  being 
a frontal  portrait  of  Ataturk  by  Avni  Kumuk.  The  reverse  is  the  same 
as  the  silver  coins  and  needless  to  say  it  never  went  into  ordinary 
circulation.  It  weighed  6 grams,  had  a diameter  of  22mm  and  was 
1.08mm  thick.  It  did  have  the  nominal  value  of  500  liras  and  this 
was  the  period  when  gold  did  not  greatly  fluctuate  as  in  our  own 
time.  The  original  mintage  of  20,000  was  increased  by  another  10,000 
due  to  the  demand.  The  later  pieces  sold  for  1000  liras,  at  the  end 
of  1974. 


This  time  some  five  years  elapsed 
before  the  next  commemorative, 
and  this  was  in  a totally  differ- 
ent style  and  setting.  It  was 
for  the  World  Soccer  Champion- 
ship. The  obverse  shows  the 
section  of  a goal  post  and  net, 
with  the  goal  being  scored. 

The  reverse  has  a minute  map  of 
the  Americas  and  Euro-Asia  with 
the  legend  DUNYA  FUTB0L  §AMPI Y0NASI 
ARJANTIN-1978.  This  is  a modern 
phonetic  Turkish  and  merely  by 
reading  it,  the  translation  is  evident.  The  coin  was  for  150  liras 
(showing  what  inflation  was  beginning  to  do  to  the  currency  in  Turkey) 
and  of  .800  fineness  silver.  I believe  the  mintage  was  small,  5000 
regular  issues  and  1000  proofs.  I heard  one  time  that  some  U.S.  firm 
had  cornered  most  of  the  coins  but  do  not  know  if  this  were  true. 

There  were  no  special  stamps  for  this. 

Turks  began  to  play  soccer  before  World  War  I,  though  mainly  through 
British  teams.  Under  the  Republic  this  began  to  develop  and  take  on 
(I  taught  it  there  myself  from  1935/47)  so  as  to  replace  archery  and, 
to  a certain  extent,  wrestling,  as  the  national  sport.  When  I was 
there,  there  was  no  "professional"  teams  as  such,  just  the  various 
school  teams  and  football  clubs.  Today  there  are  city  championship 
matches  which  sometimes  lead  to  violence. 

As  well  as  the  soccer  commemorative,  1978  and  1979  had  150  lira  coins 
of  silver  for  the  F.A.O.,  using  the  tractor,  and  then  the  peasant  girl 
designs . 

However,  the  other  silver  commemorati ve  issued  in  1978  could  not  have 
been  of  greater  contrast  to  the  soccer  coin.  It  was  the  700th  anniv- 
ersary of  the  great  Islamic  saint  and  mystic  Cel al 1 edi n-i -Rumi  (i.e. 
of  Rum,  or  Anatolia)  who  founded  the  Mevlevi  Dervish  order,  and  whose 
death  was  mourned  by  the  local  Christians  as  well  as  the  Muslims. 

(Stamps  had  been  issued  in  1973  for  him,  #1963/64.)  The  obverse  has 
the  portrait  of  the  Mevlana  Celalleddin  with  T0RKIYE  CUMHURIYETI  above 
and  his  name  below.  -The  reverse  has  his  tomb  (turbe),  or  mausoleum 
and  the  Inci  Minareli  Medrese  (seminary)  (Fig.  28).  This  last  belongs 
to  the  Selcuk  period-  and  is  a superb  piece  of  architecture,  - as  indeed 


Fig.  27 

150  Lira  1978  (Y185) 
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are  most  surviving  pieces  of 
Selcuk  architecture.  With 
the  dissolution  of  the  re- 
ligious orders  in  1923  it 
was  turned  into  a museum  for 
Selcuk  artifacts  of  all  kinds. 
It  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant and  lovely  in  modern 
Turkey  for  all  its  size.  The 
200  lira  coin  ( Y 1 86 ) was  of 
.830  fineness  silver,  with 
Fig-  28  proofs  as  well  as  the  regular 

200  Lira  1978  (Y186)  issues.  There  was  also  a 

1000  lira  gold  piece  commem- 
orating the  same  event  as  the  200  lira  piece.  Here,  also,  the  issue 
was  very  limited  and  the  coin  was  costly  like  the  500  lira  anniver- 
sary coin  for  the  Republic's  50th  year  (Y171). 


The  higher  denomination  coins 
began  to  be  issued  in  1978. 
This  was  because  this  was  the 
beginning  of  an  inflation 
spiral  that  eventually  became 
uncontrollable,  rising  to 
100%  in  1980/81.  The  army 
then  took  control  to  the  re- 
lief of  most  citizens  and 
the  inflation  at  this  time 
Fig-  29  of  writing  was  reduced  to 

20  Lira  1981  (Y205)  34%.  Another  sign  of  the 

inflation  is  the  fact  that, 
for  all  the  improvement,  the  1981  F.A.0.  piece  for  20  liras  (Fig.  29) 
is  of  aluminum,  and  the  Ministry  of  Finance  was  expected  to  print  10,000 
lira  notes  in  1983. 


Around  1972/73  the  mint  began  the  practice  of  putting  up  sets  of  the 
coinage  of  each  year  in  plastic  (it  may  be  polyethelene),  each  con- 
taining a "darphane"  tag.  However,  the  coins,  as  often  as  not,  had 
already  been  badly  fingered,  the  copper  being  the  worst.  Of  recent 
years  for  those  who  collect  by  date,  to  complete  the  years  of  the 
Republic  has  been  hard.  Dealers  have  had  to  order  more  sets  than 
there  is  a market  for.  The  only  line  of  action  here  is  to  join  the 
Turkish  Numismatic  Society  which  always  provides  its  members  with 
clean  specimens.  The  Society  also  has  an  interesting  silver  and 
gold  medal  program  and  can  obtain  commemorati ves  at  cost. 

Few,  if  any,  of  these  recent  commemorati ves  have  seen  any  real  circul- 
ation, though  they  could  be  obtained  at  the  bank  at  face  value. 

The  Turkish  currency,  metal  and  notes,  can  be  arranged  for  display  to 
give  a superb  (if  unhappy)  picture  of  what  inflation  does  to  a coun- 
try's currency.  In  1914  the  lira  was  a gold  coin,  only  a fraction 
lighter  than  the  British  sovereign,  and  worth  its  face  value.  When 
my  wife  and  I were  there,  there  were  no  gold  coins  in  circulation, 
as  Turkey,  like  the  rest  of  Europe,  was  off  the  gold  standard.  The 
"re§adiyeler"  (C51  or  55)  however,  were  always  obtainable  at  the  pre- 
vailing price  of  gold.  They  represented  the  only  safe  form  of  "sav- 
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ings",  though,  of  course,  it  was  forbidden  to  take  gold  out  of  the 
country.  During  World  War  II  the  $1.00  U.S.  was  worth  1.80  liras 
at  the  official  rate  of  exchange.  Needless  to  say,  it  fetched  more 
on  the  black  market.  Recently  the  lira  itself  has  been  around  one 
cent  though  its  value  has  improved  a little  with  improved  economic 
conditions  and  no  doubt  it  will  be  revalued  up  in  terms  of  the  dollar. 

NOTE : The  ANTIQUITIES  LAW  in  Turkey  has  become  very  strict.  Coin 

collecting  is  permitted  only  for  the  recent  coinage.  All  collections 
of  earlier  materials  have  had  to  be  registered  with  the  government 
and  at  the  death  of  the  owner  they  are  the  property  of  the  state. 

This  has  compelled  Turkish  collectors  to  concentrate  on  the  issues  of 
the  Republic.  Thus,  any  commemorati ves  are  of  special  interest  as 
well  as  any  minor  variations  that  may  occur  in  the  mintings  of  the 
regular  issues.  Also,  these  coins  are  supplemented  by  the  annual 
medals  of  the  Turkish  Numismatic  Society  itself. 

******************************************************************** 

M.  ANNIUS  AFRINUS,  A HEADLINE  GRABBER 

by  the  late  Larry  Devine s NI  # 1832 


The  lady  on  reverse  is  imnamed 

LYCAONIA,  ICONIUM  as  CLAUDI0C0NIUM.  41-54  AD.  AE20.  Laur.  head 
of  Claudius  rt;  rev.  CEBACTH  .Eli I . A$eINOY  . KAAVAelKONIeW.  Bust 
of  Agrippina( ? ) rt.  Almost  about  Very  Fine  and  Extremely  Rare. 

Claudius'  governor  of  Galatia  and  Iconium,  M.  Annius  Afrinus,  a head- 
line grabber  if  there  ever  was  one,  apparently  felt  it  was  more  im- 
portant to  get  his  name  and  title  on  the  coin  than  the  name  of  the 
Augusta  wnose  portrait  it  bears.  To  make  things  tougher  for  us,  the 
coin  is  extremely  rare  and  probably  unpublished,  though  there  are  a 
couple  of  references  we  couldn't  get  to.  And  since  Iconium  received 
this  new  title  in  41  AD,  and  Afrinus  seems  to  have  been  his  governor 
for  his  whole  reign,  the  female  portrait  could  be  either  Messalina, 
Antonia  or  Agrippina  Jr.  Comparing  with  other  Colonial  portrait  coins 
didn't  help  much  due  to  the  chignon  (bun)  hair  style,  which  was  rarely 
used  by  any,  all  usually  having  a long  plait  down  to  the  neck  - except 
for  Crete.  Crete  issued  portrait  coins  of  all  three,  but  the  BMC  is 
not  much  help,  the  plates  being  too  dark;  but  Svoronos  now,  is  some- 
thing else  again,  all  quite  clear,  and  guess  which  one  has  her  hair 
in  a bun.  Yes,  Messalina;  in  fact,  she's  the  only  one  (from  that 
plate)  who  resembles  this  portrait  at  all.  But,  that  is  just  my  own 
opinion,  and  I'm  not  about  to  describe  this  reverse  as  'portrait  of 
Messalina'  without  more  to  go  on  than  that.  So,  we'll  make  the  con- 
servative description  of  Agrippina  Jr.,  she  being  the  commonest  of  the 
three,  and  if  that  turns  out  to  be  wrong,  well  it  can  only  be  to  the 
buyer's  advantage. 
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G L 0 R T A N A 

by  the  late  Frank  J.  Caggiano , FI 

(Reprinted  with  permission  of  the  Author , President  of  the 

G.E.N.A.  and  Editor  of  WE  LAMP,  from  the  SEPT.  1979  issue J 

"Upon  a great  adventure  he  was  bond. 

That  Greatest  Gloriana  to  him  gave , 

'That  greatest  glorious  queene  of  Faery  land'. 

To  Winne  him  worshippe,  and  her  g rare  to  have. 

Which  of  all  earthly  things  he  most  did  crave; 

And  ever  as  he  rode  his  hart  did  earne 
To  prove  his  puissance  in  battell  brave 
Upon  his  foe,  and  his  new  force  to  leame ; 

Upon  his  foe,  a dragori.  horrible  and.  stearne . " 

Edmund  Spencer  "The  Faerie  Queene",  Canto  I Verse  III 


Spencer  may  have  thought  of  Queen  Elizabeth  I "...as  she  beareth  two 
persons,  the  one  most  royall  Queene  or  Empresse,  the  other  of  a most 
vertuous  and  beautiful  lady".  However  history  shows  only  one  side  of 
her.  During  most  of  her  reign  Elizabeth  was  "the  most  royall  Queene” 
doing  the  hard,  practical  and  not  always  "vertuous"  things  required  of 
a ruler  besieged  on  all  sides  by  conspiracies  to  remove  her  from  the 
throne . 


King  Henry  VIII  left  finances  of  England  in  very  bad  shape.  He  had 
debased  its  coinage  very  badly.  Elizabeth  did  much  to  restore  the  con- 
fidence of  the  English  in  the  coinage,  bringing  it  up  to  ,925  fine 


Elizabeth  I's  Hammered  Coinage  in  silver 
Croat  (obv)  Sixpence 


In  attempting  to  make  better,  and  harder  to  counterfeit  the  coins  she 
almost  started  the  Industrial  Revolution  a century  early  by  permitting 
a certain  Aloise  Mestrelle  (Eloye  Mestrell)  to  set  up  a mill  press  in 
the  Tower  of  London. 


Mestrelle,  a Frenchman,  had  worked  in  the  "Moulin  de  Etuves"  a sort  of 
early  mechanical  mint  which  contained  a rolling  mill,  a blank  cutter 
and  a screw  press,  established  by  Henry  II  of  France.  The  French  mint 
was  established  in  1551  and  was  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Seine  and 
run  by  its  water  power. 

Henry's  mint  appeared  to  be  a success  except  for  the  strong  protests 
of  the  Guild  of  Moneyers.  They  used  their  hammers  most  effectively  on 
the  king's  mint  machinery,  sabotaging  the  equipment.  (The  word  sabotage 
indicates  what  could  have  happened.  'Sabot'  is  the  French  word  for  shoe 
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and  workers  often  literally  jammed  their  shoes  into  machinery  to  stop  it.) 
So  violent  was  the  protest  of  the  French  moneyers  guilds  that  in  late 
1562  the  "Moulin  de  Etuves"  was  taken  of  regular  coinage  work. 

Mestrelle's  (English)  mint,  it  is  assumed  started  production  in  late 
1561.  His  initial  production  was  very  limited.  The  bulk  of  the  coin- 
age was  still  made  by  hand.  This  method  entailed  flattening  the  metal 
by  pounding  it  with  a hammer.  The  blanks  were  cut  by  hand  with  a 
shears  and  the  blank  was  then  heated  and  placed  between  two  dies  and 
struck  with  a hammer. 

Naturally  the  English  Moneyer's  Guild  was  no  more  happy  with  the  new 
method  than  were  their  French  counterparts,  they  too  protested,  loudly. 
Mint  officers,  probably  fearing  for  their  jobs,  tried  to  stop  the  use 
of  the  coining  machines. 


MESTRELLE'S  HAMMERED  Coinage  for  Elizabeth  I 
Sixpence  (obv)  with  star3  dated  to  1561-62;  and  the 
Groat  also  with  the  Star  Mintmark.  used  for  those  years. 

Mestrelle's  machinery  was  presumably  used  for  coinage  until  1572.  Some- 
time during  the  decade  of  1562-1572  Mestrelle  fell  into  disfavor  and 
his  pay  was  cut  off  by  the  mint  officers.  Lord  Treasurer  Burghley 
suggested  that  Mestrelle  be  reinstated  with  back  pay.  In  August  1572 
Mint  Warden  Richard  Martin  stated  that  in  various  trials  of  the  Mes- 
trelle "engine"  and  coins  that  the  workmanship  was  imperfect.  In 
fact  Mr.  Martin  offers  the  opinion  that  neither  the  "engine"  or  any 
workmanship  to  be  wrought  from  it  will  be  either  fit  for  coinage  or 
for  the  "Queen's  Magesty's  profit".  He  even  leveled  theft  charges 
against  Mestrelle  and  intimated  that  if  money  was  due  it  was  from 
Mestrelle  not  the  mint. 

In  any  event  there  are  no  known  milled  coins  after  1572  except  for 
some  pattern  three  and  six  pence  pieces  of  1574-1575  by  Derrick  An- 
thony . 

On  April  1,  1578  Aloise  Mestrelle  was  condemned  to  hang  for  counter- 
feiting at  the  Norfolk  Assizes.  In  a desperate  attempt  to  save  his 
neck  he  implicated  his  confederates  but  it  came  to  nought  and  he  was 
hanged  on  April  14,  1578.  It  is  believed  that  his  father  Philip  was 
hanged,  drawn  and  quartered  for  the  same  offense  in  1569. 

It  is  a great  shame  that  Mestrelle's  "engine"  was  not  given  the  sup- 
port it  deserved  at  the  time  of  it's  introduction  because  this  was 
the  era  of  England's  great  expansion  into  the  New  World.  The  resul- 
tant expanded  economy  required  a great  supply  of  specie  for  use  in 
the  Colonies.  The  shortage  of  coinage  caused  by  the  old  hammered 
method  of  minting  coins  forced  the  Colonies  to  use  foreign  coins  in 
commerce.  The  largest  group  of  these  coins  were  the  famous  Spanish 
"pieces  of  eight"  as  well  as  it's  fractional  parts  such  as  the  1/2,  1, 
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2 and  4 reales.  (This  Spanish  milled  dollar  was  often  cut  into  eight 
equal  parts  giving  birth  to  the  terms  2 and  4 bits  for  25  and  50  cents 
used  til  this  day.)  So  popular  was  the  Spanish  milled  dollar  that  it 
was  legal  tender  in  the  U.S.  until  1857. 

Gloriana's  colonies  in  the  New  World  did  not  have  any  gold  or  silver 
mines  of  any  size  so  she  "mined"  the  Spanish  Main  by  the  use  of  pri- 
vateers to  capture  the  treasure  laden  Spanish  galleons  returning  to 
Spain  from  New  Spain.  These  privateers  were  officially  sanctioned 
pirates.  The  great  influx  of  gold  and  silver  into  England  added  a 
great  burden  on  the  Queen's  moneyers,  who  had  to  work  harder  and  fas- 
ter to  convert  the  stolen  Spanish  treasure  into  English  coinage.  The 
result  was  a deterioration  in  quality  and  workmanship.  An  inspection 
of  both  the  hammered  and  machine  made  coins  of  the  period  do  not  bear 
out  Mr.  Martin's  accusation  of  "imperfect  and  bad  workmanship".  In 
fact  the  reverse  appears  to  be  true.  The  machine  made  coins  are  well 
struck  with  raised  surfaces  and  clear  visible  lettering,  whereas  the 
hammered  coins  bearly  legible  and  unevenly  struck.  The  violent  pro- 
tests by  the  Moneyers  Guild  won  out  and  machined  coinage  was  abandoned. 
The  hammered  method  used  since  the  time  of  Ancient  Greece  and  Persia 
continued  until  it  was  finally  abandoned  in  1662,  fifty  nine  years 
after  the  death  of  Queen  Elizabeth  I.  However  the  coin  shortage  con- 
tinued in  the  Colonies  well  into  the  18th  century  spawning  such  coinage 
as  the  "Hogge  Money"  of  Bermuda,  "Willow  Tree",  "Oak  Tree"  and  "Pine 
Tree"  money  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  "Nova  Caesarea"  of  New 
Jersey  Colony,  and  the  Auctori  Connec  coppers  of  Connecticut,  and 
hundreds  of  other  Colonial  coins. 

THE  LAME  is  a publication  of  the  Great  Eastern  Numismatic  Association, 
P.0.  Box  4831 , Frankford  Sta. , Philadelphia,  PA  19124  USA. 

********* ************************************************ ************* 


CYPRUS,  NEW  CENT-BASED  COINAGE,  1983 

by  John  DeMarais,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  # 1539 

The  government  of  Cyprus  has  released  a set  of  six  new  coins  to  repre- 
sent the  new  system  of  counting  money  on  the  island  nation.  Small 
amounts  will  now  be  stated  in  terms  of  cents  rather  than  mils.  The 
mil  has  become  an  unnecessarily  small  unit  of  money,  and  the  cent 
should  be  more  convenient.  The  pound  is  unaffected. 

The  new  coinage  consists  of  pieces  for  20,  10,  5,  2,  1 and  ^ cents. 

The  first  five  are  struck  in  nickel -brass  and  have  respective  diameters 
of  27,  24.5,  22,  19  and  16.5mm.  The  20  and  10  cent  coins  have  reeded 
edges  while  the  smaller  three  denominations  have  plain  edges.  The 
J^-cent  coin  is  struck  in  aluminum.  It  is  12-sided  and  has  a diameter 
of  20mm  across  the  flat  edges.  It  is  the  same  size  and  shape  as  the 
previous  5-mil  coin.  However,  its  corners  are  sharp  rather  than 
rounded  as  on  the  5-mil  piece.  Apparently  the  two  pices  will  circu- 
late side-by-side  since  this  lowly  denomination  is  rather  expensive 
to  produce  even  in  aluminum. 

The  common  obverse  consists  of  the  national  arms  slightly  modified 
from  that  used  on  the  1963  issue.  The  word  "Cyprus"  appears  in  Eng- 
lish, Greek  and  Turkish.  The  reverse  designs  vary,  and  consist  of 
various  plants,  animals  and  artifacts. 
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THE  LAST  EUROPEAN  MONARCH 


♦ ♦ ♦ 


by  George  H.  Beeht,  Rochester,  Minnesota , NI  it  1651 


He  ascended  his  throne  during  the  fierce  revolutionary  upheavals  of 

•1848.  He  died  in  1916  in  the  midst  of  still  another  violent  conflict, 
the  outcome  of  which  changed  the  map  of  Europe.  He  was  one  of  the 
longest  reigning  monarchs  in  modern  history  having  held  his  throne 
for  68  years  - longer  even  than  Queen  Victoria,  his  contemporary. 

Toward  the  end  of  his  reign,  he  remarked  to  Theodore  Roosevelt  that 
he  considered  himself  "the  last  European  monarch  of  the  old  school". 

He  was  Franz  Josef,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  Emperor  of  Austria  and  Ap- 
ostolic King  of  Hungary. 

Franz  Josef  staunchly  believed  in  the  divine  right  to  rule  and  sur- 
rounded himself  with  the  trappings  and  stiff  formalities  of  the  Euro- 
pean courts  of  his  times.  Yet,  his  own  manner  of  living  was  one  of 
spartan  simplicity.  He  busied  himself  diligently  with  trivial  details 
of  his  dynastic  duties,  but  overlooked  the  deeper  problems  of  his 
vast  empire  with  its  jumble  of  nationalities.  Despite  his  shortcomings, 
he  was  held  in  great  respect  and  affection  by  the  majority  of  his  sub- 
jects . 


Taler  1852 

The  family  life  of  Franz  Josef  was  fraught  with  tragedies.  His  bro- 
ther, Archduke  Maximilian,  at  the  persuasion  of  Napoleon  III,  became 
Emperor  of  Mexico  and  was  executed  there  in  1867.  Archduke  Rudolph, 
his  only  son  and  heir,  committed  suicide  in  1889  at  Mayerling.  His 
wife,  the  Empress  Elizabeth,  was  assassinated  in  Geneva  by  an  Italian 
anarchist  in  1898.  Finally,  the  Archduke  Franz  Ferdinand,  his  nephew 
and  heir  apparent,  was  assassinated  at  Sarajevo  in  1914  by  a Serbian 
student. 


Because  of  this  last  assassination  and  because  of  increasing  friction 
between  Serbia  and  Austria,  Franz  Josef  consented  to  a punitive  attack 
on  Serbia.  This  attack  became  the  spark  that  exploded  the  European 
magazine  resulting  in  World  War  I - a war  in  which  the  Austro-Hungarian 
armies  suffered  a casualty  rate  of  9 0%  in  their  mobilized  forces  - the 
highest  of  any  beligerent.  At  war's  end,  the  once  proud  and  mighty 
empire  of  the  Habsburgs  was  no  more. 


The  coins  of  Franz  Josef  are  beautifully  composed  and  wrought  in  the 
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decorative  style  of  the  nineteenth  century.  On  the  obverse  of  the 
1852  taler  shown  above,  is  his  laureated  head  facing  left  with  the 
Latin  inscription  around  the  rim  indicating  his  name  and  title  as 
Emperor  of  Austri  a . 

The  reverse  displays  the  heraldic  double  eagle  of  the  Habsburqs,  each 
head  of  which  bears  a royal  crown  surmounted  by  the  imperial  crown  of 
Austria.  From  the  crown,  a fringed  ribbon  flows  behind  the  two  heads. 
The  eagle's  dexter  talon  clutches  a sword  and  scepter  while  in  its 
sinister,  it  grasps  a golden  orb  topped  by  a cross  boton£e.  On  its 
breast  is  an  escutcheon  with  the  tierced  arms  of  Bohemia,  Austria  and 
Lorraine  surrounded  by  the  collar  of  the  Order  of  the  Golden  Fleece, 
Austria's  highest  order. 

Around  the  rim  on  the  reverse,  are  the  abbreviated  royal  titles  which 
translate  to  --  King  in  Hungary,  Bohemia,  Lombardia  and  Venetia,  Ga- 
licia, Lodomeria,  Illyria;  Archduke  of  Austria.  In  addition  to  his 
royal  titles,  Franz  Josef  bore  numerous  lesser  titles  not  shown  on 
his  coinage. 


5 Corona  1900 

As  a result  of  the  war  of  1859  with  Sardinia  which  was  allied  with 
Napoleon  III,  Austria  was  deprived  of  the  province  of  Lombardy.  Then 
in  the  1866  war  with  Prussia,  Austria  lost  its  Venetian  province  to 
the  new  kingdom  of  Italy  which  had  joined  Prussia  as  an  ally.  Hence- 
forth, Lombardy  and  Venetia  disappeared  from  the  royal  titles  on  the 
coinage. 

After  long-standing  difficulties  with  the  Hungarian  nobility,  a compro- 
mise was  reached  in  1867  establishing  a dual  monarchy  comprising  the 
empire  of  Austria  and  the  kingdom  of  Hungary  with  Franz  Josef  as  sov- 
ereign of  both  states.  Also  in  that  year,  to  appease  the  Hungarians, 
Franz  Josef  was  crowned  with  St.  Stephen's  crown  becoming  Apostolic 
King  of  Hungary.  This  broader  title  was  to  appear  on  his  coins  there- 
after. 

Franz  Josef's  first  coinaqe  portrays  a youth  of  eighteen  with  a wisp 
of  a moustache.  But  at  each  subsequent  change  of  portrait,  his  mous- 
tache gradually  becames  fuller  and  his  sideburns  longer  until  his 
final  image  on  the  1900  coin  above  shows  a full  moustache  and  beard 
except  for  a chean-shaven  chin.  This  is  how  he  is  nostalgically  re- 
membered in  picture-books  and  on  postcards  sold  in  Vienna  today.  And, 
after  almost  70  years,  he  is  still  respectfully  referred  to  as  "the 
emperor"  by  museum  guides. 
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"EBEE  DOM_  FI  QHIE  R_r -CUBANS.  JQSE_MABIl!! 


by  Lee  Grossman , San  Antonio , Texas , TAM  #3546,  NI  #1707 

As  we  all  know  Christopher  Columbus  discovered  Cuba  on  October  28, 

1492,  on  his  initial  westward  yoyage.  In  honor  of  the  daughter  of  his 
benefactors,  Ferdinand  V and  Isabella  I,  joint  rulers  of  Spain,  he 
named  the  island  Juana.  Later,  he  applied  several  other  names  before 
calling  the  island  CUBA  - short  for  CUBANASCAN,  which  the  natives 
called  the  island.  The  Ciboneys  - a friendly  tribe  - were  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  island.  In  1511,  the  Spanish  began  to  colonize.  In  that 
year  Diego  Velasquez  established  the  town  of  Baracoa.  He  also  founded 
Santiago  de  Cuba  in  1514  and  Havana  in  1515.  The  Spaniards  treated 
the  natives  savagely,  and  by  the  middle  of  the  16th  century,  the  Cibo- 
neys became  nearly  extinct.  The  Spaniards  were  forced  to  depend  on  im- 
ported Negro  slaves  for  the  operation  of  the  mines  and  plantations. 

Things  went  along  fairly  well  for  centuries,  despite  frequent  raids  by 
buccaneers  and  rival  powers.  However,  in  the  1830's,  things  began  to 
get  out  of  hand.  The  despotic  governor,  Capi tai n-General  Miguel  de 
Tac6n,  was  the  cause  of  the  Negro  uprising  in  1844,  which  was  brutally 
suppressed. 

Did  you  know  that  the  Spani sh-Ameri can  General  Narciso  Lopez  led  a 
movement  from  1848  to  1851  for  the  annexation  of  the  island  to  the 
United  States,  which  ended  with  his  capture  and  execution  in  1851? 

And  that  Spain  rejected  numerous  offers  by  the  U.S.  government  to  pur- 
chase the  island? 

In  1868,  another  rebellion  took  place.  After  the  ensuing  Ten  Years' 
War,  both  Spain  and  Cuba  agreed  to  many  things  to  benefit  the  Cubans, 
but  independence  was  not  one  of  them.  Although  certain  reforms  were 
inaugurated  after  the  unsuccessful  revolt,  the  Spanish  government  con- 
tinued to  oppress  the  colonists.  This  culminated  in  the  resumption 
of  the  Cuban  revolution  on  February  23,  1895.  The  leaders  were  the 
writer-patriot  Josd  Julian  Marti  and  General  Maximo  Gomez  y Baez. 

JOSE  JULIAN  MARTI  was  born  in  Havana,  Cuba,  on  January  28,  1853,  the 

son  of  a Spanish  army 
sergeant  who  had  re- 
tired in  Cuba.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen,  he  was 
imprisoned  for  six 
months,  as  a revolu- 
tionary, and  banished 
to  Spain  in  1871.  While 
in  Spain,  Marti  pub- 
lished the  first  of 
many  pamphlets  advo- 
cating Cuban  indepen- 
dence from  Spain.  He  went  to  Mexico  in  1873,  and  to  Guatemala  in  1877. 
It  was  in  Guatemala  that  he  taught  as  a professor  of  literature  at  the 
University  of  Guatemala;  wrote  plays  and  even  served  for  a brief  time 
as  a judge.  Marti  returned  to  Cuba  in  1878  and  was  expelled  in  1879. 

In  1881,  Marti  came  to  the  United  States  and  lived  in  New  York  City 
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until  1895.  It  was  while  he  resided  in  this  country  that  he  founded 
the  Cuban  Revolutionary  Movement. 

Marti  received  his  formal  education  and  law  degree  at  the  University 
of  Saragossa  in  Spain  in  1874.  He  wrote  numerous  poems,  a novel,  and 
a Cuban  journal . His  OBBAS  COMPLETAS  ("Completed  Works")  consists  of 
74  volumes,  which  were  published  from  1936  to  1953. 

He  joined  the  fighting  in  the  second  Cuban  Revolution  of  1895  and  was 
killed  during  a skirmish  with  Spanish  troops  at  Dos  Rios  on  May  19, 
1895. 

The  United  States  government  intervened  on  behalf  of  the  revolutionists 
in  April  1898,  which  brought  about  the  Spani sh-American  War.  Spain 
was  blamed  for  the  sinking  of  the  U.S.  Battleship  Maine  in  Havana's 
harbor  on  February  15,  1898,  which  caused  the  United  States  to  take 
sides  and  action.  On  December  10,  1898,  Spain  signed  a treaty  ending 
the  war,  and  relinquished  sovereignty  over  Cuba.  An  American  mili- 
tary government  ruled  the  island  until  May  20,  1902,  when  the  Cuban 
republic  was  formally  instituted,  with  Tomas  Estrada  Palma,  as  its 
first  president. 

Marti  commemorative  coins  in  silver 
(.900  fine)  were  issued  in  his  cen- 
tennial year  1953  in  denominations 
of  25  and  50  centavos  and  1 Peso.  The 
brass  1 centavo  also  issued  in  the 
same  year,  and  all  four  coins  were 
issued  in  Unc.  and  in  Proof  varieties. 

This  Cuban  patriot  was  also  honored 
by  the  Castro  regime  in  1962  and 
1968  by  being  placed  on  the  20 
centavo  in  Unc.  only. 

Marti  has  also  been  honored  on 
Cuba's  Paper  Money.  His  portrait 
appears  on  the  1 Peso  Republic  of 
Cuba  Silver  Certificates  four  times 
in  the  1930' s and  again  four  times  in  the  1940' s. 

And  just  like  George  Washington  on  the  USA  $1.00  Notes,  in  Cuba  Marti 
has  appeared  on  many  issues  of  the. Banco  Nacional  de  Cuba  1 Peso 
notes  since  1949  --  16  times  between  that  year  and  1972! 

The  reason  for  these  notes  being  reissued  almost  every  year  was  due 
to  changes  in  officials  and  their  signatures.  And  almost  all  of  the 
notes  can  be  purchased  for  less  than  $7.50  in  Crisp  Unc.  condition. 

Marti  is  revered  in  many  countries  as  an  "apostle"  of  Hi spani c-Ameri can 
nationalism.  He  is  recognized  as  the  "hombre  sincero"  of  his  best- 
known  poem  GUANTANAMEEA } which  was  set  to  music  and  is  an  international 
favorite. 


********************************************************************* 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research 
purposes,  lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reason, 
may  do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 
better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = UNCIRCULATED.  C = Complete. 

C = Complete  with  at  least  one  unci rculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Complete 

except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  mult- 
iple mints  for  the  particular  year. 


DENMARK  (Continued  from  last  month):  Y60  - CX  (1948,  1952,  1959); 

Y61  - 1948,  1949,  1955;  Y62  - 1951,  1956;  Y68  - CX  (1960,  1962,  1972); 
Y69  - CX  (1960);  Y70  - CX  (1960,  1967);  Y71  - CX  (1960,  1969,  1970); 
Y72  - 1960,  1961,  1966;  Y75  - C;  Y77  - C;  Y78  - 1974,  1976,  1977; 

Y79  - 1973,  1974,  1975;  Y80  - C to  1978  X (1976);  Y81  - 1975,  1976, 
1977,  1978;  Y82  - 1976. 


DJIBOUTI  - Somaliland:  Y!  - 1949;  Y2  - 1948;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - C; 

Y6  - C;  Y7  - C;  Y8  - C;  Y9  - C. 

DJIBOUTI  - Afars  & Issas:  Y7  - 1970. 

DOMINICA:  Y4  - C. 

DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC:  Y1  - C;  Y7  - 1888H;  Y14  - C;  Y15  - 1955,  1957, 

1959,  1961;  YA16  - 1968;  Y16  - 1937,  1951,  1956,  1961;  Y17  - 1937, 
1939,  1942,  1944,  1953,  1959;  Y17a  - 1967,  1973;  Y18  - 1937,  1942, 

1952;  Y18a  - C;  Y19  - 1937,  1961;  Y19a  - 1967;  Y19b  - 1975;  Y23  - C; 
Y24  - C;  Y25  - C;  Y26  - C;  Y29  - C. 

EAST  AFRICA:  Y9  - 1911;  Yll  - 1911;  Y20  - 1924H,  1925KN,  1930;  Y21  - 

1922,  1923,  1928,  1934,  1935;  Y22  - 1922,  1933,  1935;  Y24  - 1924,  1925 
Y25  - 1936KN ; H26  - C;  Y27  - C;  Y28  - 19411;  Y28a  - CX  (1942SA);  Y29  - 
CX  (1937,  1939H);  Y29a  - 1942;  Y30  - CX  (19431);  Y31  - 1941,  1942H; 

Y32  - 1951KN,  1952,  1952KN;  Y33  - CX  (1949);  Y34  - C;  Y35  - C;  Y36  - 
1948,  1949,  1949H,  1950,  1952;  Y37  - CX  (1955H,  1955KN,  1957,  1957H, 
I957KN,  1961HTTT38  - 1955,  1957H,  1963;  Y39  - C;  Y40  - 1955,  1960, 
1962,  1963;  Y41  - C;  Y42  - C. 

EASTERN  CARIBBEAN  STATES:  KM2  - 1981  ; KM 3 - 1981 . 


ECUADOR:  Y27  - 1897,  1915;  Y38  - C;  Y44  - C;  Y46  - C;  Y51  - C;  Y51a  - 
C;  Y51  b - C;  Y52a  - C;  Y52b  - C;  Y52c  - CX  (1972);  Y53  - C;  Y53a  - 
1944;  Y 5 3b  - C;  Y53c  - 1959,  1966;  Y54  - C;  Y54a  - C;  Y54b  - C;  Y54c  - 
1964;  Y55  - C;  Y56  - C;  Y57  - 1963. 


EGYPT:  Y2  - Yr.  5,  9,  10;  Y3  - Yr.  10;  Y12  - Yr.  26,  29;  Y13  - Yr.  12 

Y14  - Y4.  27,  28,  33;  Y15  - Yr.  10,  35;  Y16  - Yr.  10,  11,  27,  29;  Y17 

Yr.  30;  Y18  - Yr.  10,  27;  Y19  - Yr.  20,  29;  Y20  - Yr.  30;  Y23  - Yr.  6; 

Y24  - Yr.  2,  4,  6;  Y25  - Yr.  2;  Y26  - Yr.  6;  Y28  - Yr.  4;  Y29  - Yr.  3; 

Y31  - Yr.  6;  Y34  - C;  Y35  - C;  Y36  - 1917H;  Y37  - CX  (1916H);  Y38  - 
CX  (1916,  1917);  Y39  - CX  (1916);  Y40  - C;  Y41  - 1917;  Y47  - C;  Y50  - 

C;  Y61  - CX  (1933);  Y62  - C;  Y63  - C;  Y64  - CX  (1933);  Y65  - 1929;  Y66 

C;  Y67  - 1933;  Y74  - C;  Y75  - CX  (1947);  Y77  - C;  Y78  - C;  Y79  - C; 

Y80  - C;  Y81  - C;  Y82  - C;  Y83  - 1937;  Y84  - 1939;  Y87  - C;  Y92  - 
1373;  Y93a  - 1376;  Y94a  - 1957,  1958;  Y97  - C;  Ylll  - C;  Y112  - C; 

Y 1 1 3 - 1960;  Y113a  - C;  YAH 3 - 1960;  YA1 1 3a  - C;  Y115  - C;  Yll 7 - C; 

Y 11 8 - C;  Y119  - C;  Y120  - C;  Y123  - C;  Y124  - C;  Y128  - C;  Y129  - C; 

Y 1 32  - C;  Y133  - C;  Y 1 33a  - C.  (To  be  continued  next  month.) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

L.  Minard-Van  Hoorebeke.  Noond-Nederlandsohe  Gildepenningen , Presentie- 3 
Kerk-3  & Armloodjes  van  de  XVde  tot  de  XVIIIde  Eeuw.  Hard  Cover,  9h"  x 
lh"  format,  French  and  Dutch  text,  268pp,  illus.  Reprint  of  the  1878 
edition.  Available  by  special  order  from:  Fred  G.  van  den  Haak,  P.  0. 

Box  60484,  Palo  Alto,  Calif.  94306.  Price:  $58.00  postpaid  in  the  U.S. 

This  is  a beautiful  reprint  of  the  original  1878  standard  reference  on 
northern  Netherlands  guild,  presentation,  church  and  charity  tokens.  A 
very  comprehensive  catalog  with  beautiful  illustrations,  most  showing 
both  the  obverse  and  reverse.  All  tokens  are  listed  by  the  city  of  is- 
sue and  type.  The  book  concludes  with  a table  of  contents  broken  down 
by  city  and  subject  matter.  I find  the  French  text  easier  to  follow, 
the  Dutch  text  is  printed  in  "gothic"  type  and  is  therefore  more  diffi- 
cult to  work  with.  Given  all  the  fine  illustrations,  language  should 
not  be  a barrier  in  using  this  book.  This  is  a wonderful  reference  for 
tokens  from  the  northern  Netherlands  which  were  issued  from  the  15th  to 
18th  century.  Such  books  are  a rare  acquisition  for  the  person  inter- 
ested in  early  tokens  from  the  Netherlands. 

Reviewed  by  Fred  G.  van  den  Haak 


n.v.m.h.  MUNT-ALMANAK  ’83- ’84.  Card  covers,  8"  x Ah"  Format,  First 
edition,  Dutch  text  with  illustrations  and  192  pages.  Available  by 
special  order  from:  Fred  G.  van  den  Haak,  P.  0.  Box  60484,  Palo  Alto, 

Calif.  94306.  Price:  $6.75  postpaid  in  the  U.S. 

This  new  book  on  Netherlands  coinage  from  1815  to  date  is  published  by 
the  Netherlands  Association  of  Coin  Dealers.  It  offers  complete  cover- 
age of  Netherlands  coinage  along  with  the  colonial  and  overseas  terri- 
tories of  Surinam,  Curacao,  Netherlands  Antilles  and  Netherlands  East 
Indies.  While  the  text  is  in  Dutch,  this  book  is  very  easy  to  follow 
with  no  knowledge  of  this  language.  All  coins  are  illustrated  and  the 
values  are  given  in  Dutch  Gulden  and  listed  in  grades  from  Fine  through 
F.D.C.  It  is  quite  interesting  that  the  authors  list  values  for  both 
Uncirculated  and  F.D.C.  coins! 

The  authors  have  apparently  done  some  extra  research  into  the  Mint  re- 
cords and  have  revised  previously  published  mintages  for  both  half  and 
one  cent  coins  issued  during  the  reign  of  William  I.  Additionally, 
they  have  listed  individual  mintages  for  both  varieties  of  the  1849 
25  cent  coin,  previously  listed  as  a combined  mintage. 

Special  features  contained  in  this  book  include  specifications  on  all 
coins  and  translations  of  the  native  text  on  the  East  Indies  coinage. 
There  is  a section  on  varieties  with  clear  detailed  photographs  of 
most  of  the  major  varieties.  For  those  able  to  read  Dutch:  additional 

articles  on  buried  coin  "finds",  fakes  and  restrikes,  collecting  ideas, 
historical  notes  and  miscellaneous  information.  The  book  concludes 
with  a list  of  Dutch  coin  dealers,  auctioneers  and  numismatic  publi- 
cations. This  is  a very  interesting  and  informative  book,  an  outstand- 
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ing  effort  for  a first  edition. 


Reviewed  by  Fred  G.  van  den  Haak 


William  Wisely.  A TOOL  OF  POWER:  The  political  history  of  money. 

40 1 pp , index,  tables  and  bibliography.  Hard  cover.  Available  from: 
Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Ave.  N.,  Virginia,  MN  55792.  $37.50  postpaid 

in  the  U.S. 

Called  by  the  publisher  "the  most  extensive  history  of  money  ever  pub- 
lished" it  is  at  least  an  "extensive  history  of  money"  and  has  the  ad- 
vantage of  carrying  the  long  time  trends  through  to  the  Jamaica  agree- 
ment which  was  signed  in  January  of  1976. 

The  first  two  chapters  of  the  book  examine  the  history  of  money  from 
the  earliest  times  to  the  beginning  of  this  century.  Chapters  3 and 
4 cover  World  War  I and  its  aftermath  to  1931.  Chapter  5 concentrates 
on  the  years  of  monetary  instability  that  ended  in  World  War  II.  The 
next  two  chapters  describe  the  struggle  for  dominance  between  gold 
and  paper  and  the  ultimate  triumph  of  paper  (1944-1965).  Chapters  8-12 
cover  all  the  major  changes  in  the  international  monetary  system  since 
1965,  including  the  creation  of  an  abstract  standard  (The  special 
drawing  right)  and  the  official  demonetization  of  gold. 

The  book  will  prove  an  invaluble  asset  to  bankers  and  civil  servants 
as  well  as  the  numismatist  or  notaphilist  interested  in  a detailed 
understanding  of  our  monetary  system  and  its  history. 

Reviewed  by  Dale  Seppa 


Prober,  Kurt.  CATALOGO  DAS  MONEDAS  BRASILEIRAS , 2nd  edition.  Sao 
Paulo,  1966,  237pp,  i 1 1 us . , softbound,  price  tables,  index,  list  of 
numismatists  of  Brasil,  and  glossary.  Available  from:  Dale  Seppa, 

103  Sixth  Avenue  North,  Virginia,  MN  55792.  $92.00  postpaid  in  U.S. 

One  of  the  most  detailed  books  ever  done  on  the  coins  of  Brazil,  it 
covers  all  issues,  including  early  Dutch  issues  and  the  issues  of  Don 
Joao  IV  and  Don  Afonso  VI  (1640-1667), through  the  1942  Cruzeiro  issues. 
A detailed  glossary,  which  in  reality  is  a detailed  numismatic  dict- 
ionary, adds  a tremendous  amount  of  detail  which  would  have  been  in- 
appropriate to  include  in  the  body  of  the  work. 

This  book  has  long  been  unavailable  in  the  United  States  since  the  few 
copies  originally  imported  in  1967  were  sold  almost  immediately.  A 
small  quantity  has  now  been  located  and  are  available  to  interested 
collectors  and  bibliophiles. 


Reviewed  by  Dale  Seppa 


Rodriguez-Lorente,  J.  J.  CATALOGO  DE  LOS  REALES  DE  A DOS  ESPANOLES. 

Madrid,  1965,  222pp,  illus.,  bibliography,  and  tables.  Hardbound. 
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This  exceptionally  well  done  book  covers  all  the  1/4  crown  size  pieces 
issued  by  the  Spanish  government  mints  in  both  Spain  and  America  from 
1497  onward.  Most  of  the  pieces  are  illustrated  and  a summary  and 
notes  in  English  as  well  as  Spanish  make  it  a very  useful  book  for  al- 
most anyone  interested  in  this  series. 

The  book  is  not  generally  available  and  is  listed  herein  only  to  make 
interested  parties  aware  of  its  existence. 


Lotte  Hueber.  RUDOLF  VON  HABSBURG  UND  SEINE  NACHFOLGER  1273-1918.  Ca. 
200  loose-leaf  card  pages.  12^  x 13V'.  5 Genealogical  charts,  linen- 

bound.  Published  by  ABC-Propaganda  AG,  Stauffacherstrasse  5,  8004 
Zuerich,  Switzerland.  Price  245  Swiss  Francs,  postpaid. 

Lotte  Hueber  presents  the  family  trees  of  the  Kings  and  Emperors  of 
the  Holy  Roman  Empire  from  the  houses  of  Habsburg,  Luxemburg,  Nassau, 
The  Palatinate  and  Wittelsbach  from  1273  to  1918.  The  massive  work  is 
intelligently  designed  for  ready  reference  by  lay  readers;  though  it 
is  not  primarily  oriented  to  numismatic  users,  it  may  come  to  be  seen 
as  indispensible  by  the  informed  collector  who  wishes  to  thread  his 
way  clearly  and  precisely  through  the  dynastic  complexities  of  this 
all-embracing  house  which  dominated  Central  Europe  and  various  other 
regions  for  over  half  a millenium. 

Contained  in  a separate  pochette  are  five  individual  family-tree 
charts  in  fold-out  form  which  deal  with  the  five  main  branches.  Much 
the  most  important  is  the  great  51"  x 39"  display  tracing  the  direct 
line  from  Rudolf  I to  Carl  I who  abdicated  in  1918,  bringing  the  House 
of  Habsburg  to  a close.  It  includes  hundreds  of  names,  each  key-num- 
bered and  cross-referenced,  and  shows  graphically  the  interrelations 
involved. 

Separate  sections  set  forth: 

- the  lands  and  provinces  of  the  Habsburgs  from  the  13th  Century, 
with  dates  of  acquisition,  loss,  and  other  significant  events, 

- an  historical  outline,  focussed  on  dates  and  events  important 
to  the  dynastic  developments  under  consideration, 

- a full  index  of  all  persons  mentioned  or  involved  in  any  way, 
with  dates  of  birth,  death  and  reference  to  context  in  which  discussed, 

- - reference  works  cited. 

The  essential  element  of  the  work  is  a series  of  some  54  rubrics  or 
detailed  multi-page  layouts  concerning  the  principal  personalities. 

Each  presents  the  individual's  titles,  when  assumed;  dates  of  rule; 
mother  and  father  (with  essential  dates,  titles  &c);  motto;  place  & 
date  of  birth;  marriages,  with  full  details  on  spouses;  place  & date 
of  death,  cause  thereof  and  place  of  burial.  To  these  are  added 
essential  details  on  all  children  & their  spouses,  as  well  as  a synop- 
tic chronological  outline  of  the  principal  historical  events  of  the 
individual 's  reign. 

All  of  this  material  on  each  individual  concerned  is  cross-indexed  - 
sometimes  to  a dozen  or  more  entries  - so  that  still  further  detail 
on  any  given  period,  reign,  or  dynastic  development  can  be  readily 
mobi 1 ized. 
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A color  scheme  is  keyed  to  the  principal  dynastic  elements,  and  a 
numerical  system  facilitates  rapid  cross-referencing. 

All  of  this  may  sound  dauntingly  complicated,  but  the  average  interes- 
ted reader  catches  readily  the  hang  of  the  thing  after  half  an  hour's 
practice,  and  comes  more  and  more  to  appreciate  what  in  fact  is  the 
elegantly  simple  method  Ms  Hueber  has  cunningly  refined. 

The  work  is  weighty  physically  as  well  as  substantively:  it  tipped  my 
bathroom  scales  at  five  pounds.  It  comes  in  a rugged  linen-covered 
four-post  loose-leaf  binder  \2k  x 13V'.  This  makes  sense  for  flexible 
and  handy  manipulation  - for  work  on  some  particular  element,  one  can 
free  the  relevant  pages,  open  up  the  corresponding  chart  and  work  un- 
fettered. The  prudent  buyer  who  means  to  make  much  use  of  the  book 
will  of  course  reinforce  the  pages  where  they're  punched  for  the 
binder  rings. 

A rudimentary  brush-up  on  a hundred  words  or  so  in  German  will  put  the 
non-German  reader  pretty  well  at  ease  with  this  work.  And  if  knowing 
the  context  and  background  of  one's  coins  and  medals  enhances  the 
gratification  they  give,  then  this  fundamental  reference  is  well  worth 
its  price  of  245  Swiss  Francs. 

Reviewed  by  Randolph  Zander 

*************************************  ************************  ********* 
BOOK  NEWS 

Ya'akov  Meshorer's  2 vol . ANCIENT  JEWISH  COINAGE  Now  Available 


The  Curator  of  Israel  Museum,  Ya'akov  Meshorer  has  written  what  the 
publisher  reports  as  the  most  complete  work  ever  on  Ancient  Jewish 
Numismatics,  in  two  volumes. 

Volume  1 covers  the  Persian  Period  to  the  Maccabees.  244  pages 
with  many  line  drawings  and  illustrations;  56  pages  of  plates  with 
more  than  100  blow-ups  illustrating  details. 

This  volume  written  by  the  recoqnized  expert  in  the  field  includes: 

1.  Complete  new  system  for  classifying  Maccabean  Coinage 

2.  Complete  Script  Charts 

3.  Catalogue  of  Coins 

Volume  II  Herodian  Period,  Jewish  War,  Bar-Kochba  War  Procurators, 
Judaea  Capta  and  Related  Issues. 

The  two-volume  set  retails  for  $150.00.  And  Individual  Volumes  at 
$85.00  each.  (Special  Price  to  A.I.N.A.  Members  only  $125.00  the  set). 

Make  checks  payable  to  : AINA  Inc.,  P.O.Box  25790,  Tamarac,  FL  33320 

*********************************************************** 

DID  YOU  KNOW?  That  in  Ceylon... its  5 cents  of  1909-1910  was  called  a 
"blob"  when  first  put  into  circulation.  (Submitted,  by  Don  Etzel) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Marvin  Kay,  M.D. , 12  Peveril  Hill  Road  South,  Toronto,  Canada  M6C  3A8. 
LEPER  COLONY  COINS,  TOKENS  & PAPER  MONEY:  TmuTd~TiYeTo  compile  a 
reference  list  relevant  to  this  topic.  Please  send  me  photocopies  of 
articles,  or  the  name  and  edition  of  the  journal  or  magazine  where  I 
can  find  such  references.  I would  be  willing  to  correspond  with  any- 
one on  this  topic. 

Ed  King,  P.  0.  Box  6772,  Charleston,  West  Virginia  25302:  I would  like 

to  borrow,  rent  or  buy  (preferably  buy)  the  textbook  CLEANING  & PBESERV- 
ATION  OF  COINS  AND  MEDALS  by  Gerhard  Welter.  If  you  wish  to  sell,  please 
quote  your  price  in  responding.  All  correspondence  answered. 

E.  L.  Victoria,  P.  0.  Box  31 , Des  Moines,  Iowa  50301:  I want  to  buy 
Choice  and  Gem  Quality  Canadian  Dollars  and  Proof  Like  Sets.  Write 
with  any  offer  you  have  on  this  material. 

R.  Paul  Nadin-Davis,  P.  0.  Box  95,  Stn.  A,  Ottawa,  Canada  KIN  8V1 : 

We  are  now  firmly  established  as  Canada's  leading  auctioneer  of  world 
coins  and  tokens.  We  are  currently  accepting  consignments  of  quality 
Canadian  and  world  coins  to  our  Fall  Toronto  International  Coin  Fair 
Auction.  Please  write  for  consignment  terms  and  other  information. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept,  from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  what- 
ever, for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6) 
MAXIMUM.  The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  includ- 
ing sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to 
NI  Attribution  Committee,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport,  Conn.  06880,  USA. 

********************************************************************* 
SOUTH  KOREA,  REDESIGNED  COINAGE 


by  John  DeMarais , Lincoln Nebraska 3 NI  # 1539 

The  government  of  South  Korea  has  redesigned  its  coins  to  give  them 
a more  uniform  appearance.  Each  denomination  retains  the  main  ob- 
verse type  of  the  previous  issue.  However,  each  denomination  has 
been  modified  slightly,  and  the  name  of  the  issuing  authority  has 
been  moved  to  the  reverse.  The  only  inscription  remaining  on  the 
obverse  is  the  denomination  in  Korean  characters.  All  denominations 
have  a common  type  of  reverse  consisting  of  the  value  in  large  west- 
ern numerals  in  the  center  with  the  date,  in  this  case  1983,  at  the 
top  and  the  name  of  the  issuing  authority  in  Korean  letters  below. 
English  inscriptions,  which  had  appeared  on  a few  of  the  denominations, 
have  been  eliminated.  The  metallic  properties  and  dimensions  of  the 
coins  have  not  been  changed.  A 500-won  coin,  bearing  the  type  of  a 
flying  crane,  has  been  added.  It  is  cupro-nickel  , is  26.5mm  in  diam- 
eter, and  has  a reeded  edge. 

********************************************************************* 

DID  YOU  KNOW?  That  in  Argentina. . .No  gold  or  silver  coins  were  struck 
during  the  20th  century.  (Submitted  by  Don  Etzel) 
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